Rockport family lives off the grid harnessing the
power of love and the sun

A family of five enlisted Yankee Barn Homes to create a modern farmhouse to fit their
lifestyle. See inside.

The main house, an efficient 30-by-40-foot box, is connected by a small mudroom to a simple 20-by-30-foot garage with a family
room and Jonathans art studio above it. (He also has one downtown.) The building in the foreground is The Off Grid Spa, Leyeas
polarity and aesthetics practice.
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It was love at first sight for Leyea and Jonathan Zuker: As soon as they traipsed across this Rockport property, they
were sold. Never mind that in order to build on it, their family would have to live off the grid.

“When we walked by the horses and cows — there’s a working farm next door — we knew this would be our home,”
Leyea said. “We didn’t know how it would happen, but we knew it would.”

The sale required any home built on the property to exist off the grid. The couple, who have three teens between
them, two cats, and two dogs, were up for the challenge. Leyea, a polarity therapist and aesthetician whose practice,
The Off Grid Spa, is on the property, too, was familiar with the lifestyle through friends. Jonathan, the executive
director of the Conquer Cancer Coalition, is also an artist and an architectural designer certified in sustainable building

practices.



Knowing they could accelerate the building process by going with a prefabricated structure, the pair approached
Yankee Barn Homes, Jonathan’s rough design in hand, about its energy-efficient, custom post-and-beam homes. After
the design is finalized, the company fabricates the components of the tightly insulated shell in its Grantham, N.H.,
factory, then works with the client’s builder to erect it once the foundation, floor joists, and subfloor are ready. The
client’s builder takes it from there.

“We provide fully-insulated wall panels with energy-efficient windows installed, an insulated roof, and a Douglas fir
timber-frame structure,” Chris Sevigny, the director of design and production for the company, said.

The large Jet Mist granite-topped island is the heart of the home. “It’s a great anchor for us to be together to bake, draw, write, and eat,” Leyea said.
The couple scored an Aga range on sale. “It’s gas, so we can still cook if we're low on electric,” Jonathan said. - Brittany Schones/Squarelight
Photography

The couple went with standard wall panels with 4 inches of polyisocyanurate rigid-board insulation, but upgraded
the roof panels to ones that have 11 inches of insulation. “Since heat rises and escapes through the roof, increasing
the insulation in the roof is a cost-effective technique for increasing the home’s energy-efficiency,” Sevigny said.

The Zukers’ home is very efficient. It has a Home Energy Rating System (HERS) score of 10; the lower the score, the more
efficient the dwelling. By comparison, homes built in Massachusetts in 2022 required a HERS rating of 55 or less to
meet code; this year it’s 52.












