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Post and Beam Dreams

Yankee Barn Homes in Grantham, N.H., celebrates 50 years.

Text by Laura Jean Whitcomb
Photography by Lucy Thompson
and courtesy of Yankee Barn Homes
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grand kitchen with room

for several family members

to cook. A second-floor
reading space with a view of the
treetops. A multi-level home with
accommodations for a multigener-
ational family of 14. Yankee Barn
Homes may offer post and beam
home packages, but each house has
a distinct personality of its own.

“We've built close to 1,500

homes, and we treat each home
we design and manufacture as if

it were going to be our own,” says
Yankee Barn Homes Co-owner
Jeffrey Rosen.

The beginning

Yankee Barn got its start in
1969, when Emil Hanslin built his
first model home in New Seabury,
Mass. Hanslin, a third-generation
carpenter, and his wife, Suzie, an
equestrian, were inspired by barn
architecture. Hanslin reclaimed
beams hewn from massive timbers
and designed a barn-style post and
beam home package, called the
Mark I, that could be assembled
on a foundation in five days.

It was a concept that caught
on quickly. Yankee Barn Homes
was ahead of its time with the
combination of energy conserva-
tion, progressive design, and a
prefabricated construction process,
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and Life magazine featured the
company on its pages that year.
But the open floor plans and
timber framing were the highlight
for many homeowners. In the
early days, beams were recycled
from Industrial Revolution-
era mill buildings. (Today, the
Douglas fir timbers are domesti-
cally sourced.) And customers
liked that Yankee Barn Homes
opened up the interior space and
brought the outdoors inside. “You
get used to living in something
this open,” says Paul Hoffman,
a Yankee Barn homeowner in
Grantham, N.H. “You don’t want
to go back to a 7-foot ceiling.”
His wife, Amy, agrees.
“Windows are important in the
winter to let the sun in,” she says.

“I call the loft my nest. I
look out over the yard through
some pretty big windows. They
let lots and lots of light into the
living area.”

Growing and changing

In 1973, the company moved
to new and larger facilities in
Grantham. The Mark I grew to
include the K Series, Mark II,
The Cape and Prairie Barn.
“After the success of these basic
designs, Yankee Barn introduced
six frame designs to start from
and customize to each client’s
liking — becoming a custom
home designer,” says Rosen.
“They used wooden building
blocks that a client could
move around and adjust to
their liking.”
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The company grew and
thrived in tangent with Eastman,

an environmentally conscious
housing community in Grantham.
It was a perfect match; Eastman
founders built the roads around
trees and rocks to preserve the
natural environment, and Yankee
Barn, then and now, uses natural
materials and ensures minimal
impact on the build site. Yankee
Barn Homes continues to build in
Eastman today; there’s an esti-
mated 100 Yankee Barn Homes
in Grantham.

The company faltered a bit
in 2011 and new co-owners Paul
Marinelli and Rosen stepped in
to get Yankee Barn Homes back
on track. Marinelli, CEQ, has a
long history in the financial and
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manufacturing industries. His
strength is in identifying, restruc-
turing, and breathing new life
into existing brands.

Rosen, creative director, has a
background in residential design
and construction. He came to
Yankee Barn Homes as a custom-
er and fell in love with the brand,
product and company’s strong
reputation of customer service. “I
am a believer in the value and ef-
ficiency of prefabricated housing
and its footprint on the environ-
ment,” says Rosen.

Today, Yankee Barn Homes
designs and builds in any archi-
tectural style: barn home to farm-
house, cottage to mountain lodge.
The newest design, the Springfield
Barn Home, is an open concept
home on a smaller scale. “It’s a
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hybrid, a partial post and beam,”
says Rosen. “The floor plan is
flexible to all age groups — a
single person or a couple can

live on one floor comfortably
and never have to go upstairs or
downstairs.”

But if they do want to go
upstairs, or have guests, there’s
788 square feet of space with two
bedrooms, a bathroom, and a loft
area. Downstairs, there’s a media
room or playroom, a bathroom,
and two large rooms that could
be additional bedrooms, office
space or storage space. The open
living room and adjacent dining
room on the first floor is a stun-
ner; two-story windows pro-
vide an ample view of the New
Hampshire woods.

‘.

Happy birthday
To celebrate 50 years in busi-
ness, Yankeé Barn Homes set
up private tours of local Yankee
Barn homes. Bob and Susan
Meyer opened the door to their
2015 Yankee Barn Home, sharing
the design plans for their four-
bedroom retirement
home that sits 80 feet
above Eastman Lake.
There’s space for three
adult children (and
their families) to visit,
and provisions for the
couple to age in place.
Their story is a lesson in
perseverance. “The real-
tor described the lot as
unbuildable,” says Bob,
when asked about the
gigantic granite boulder
in the front yard. “But
after blasting out 30
truckloads of rock, we
were able to design our
house as a long struc-
ture stretched out along
a granite ridge.”

Lucy Thompson
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Morris and Peg Mclnnes
worked with Yankee Barn Homes
to design their full-time retire-
ment home in 2008. They lived
part time in the house next door,
so not only were they able to keep
an eye on progress, but when it
came time to move “the mov-
ers physically carried everything
next door,” says Peg. Now there’s
space for their 14 family members
to comfortably visit and Morris
is a just a few feet away from the
Eastman Golf Course.

As the anniversary tour
continued, it was easy to identify
and appreciate the Yankee Barn
Home style: the grand windows,
the beams, the precise joinery
system and the open living
spaces. Each home, however, is
a custom design.

“The homes featured on
our website are meant as design
inspiration. Some clients come to
us because a home caught their
eye, and then they tweak the
design to meet their needs. Others
start completely from scratch,”
says Rosen. “Apart from those
first few designs that were be-
ing produced in the early days,
no two Yankee Barn Homes are
exactly alike.”

It’s a tradition they hope to
continue for another 50 years
or more. “We know that our
first homes, built 50 years ago,
are already standing the test of
time. From a design and quality
perspective, it’s critical for us to
draw on what we know, look past
the immediate, and remember
that what we create today will be
enjoyed for generations to come,”
says Rosen. ()

Laura Jean Whitcomb’s par-
ents, Louis and Janice, moved
to Eastman in 1986. They
purchased a 1977 Yankee Barn |
Home. They still live in it today.




