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Why rebuild

WHEN
YOU CAN

ADD ON?

A Maryland couple adds on to
their place near the Blue Ridge
Mountains, not once, but twice!

STORY BY GINA CHIODI GRENSING
PHOTOS COURTESY YANKEE BARN HOMES

ometimes living simply just
means finding your own slice
of the great outdoors where
you can settle down into a
quieter pattern of being. With
jobs that took them overseas constantly,
and frequently caused them to live there
for long periods of time, Tony and Jonna
Mendez found the foothills of western
ADDING ON OVER e '. Maryland’s Blue Ridge Mountains the
TIME - In 1970-71, this £ 5005 respite for their simpler life.
retirermnent retreat was o :" st The 40 acres these retirees now revel
first built as a 32x24- 2y CRTEL in was a gem that Tony stumbled upon
foot home. In 1991, e e in 1970 with his first wife (who has since
an addition, 16x32 1 passed away from cancer). "My family
feet, was built, and e it came back from the Far East, and we
then finally in 2002, il
a second addition,
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ADDITION #1 - The
master bedroom
addition almost
doubled the sixe of
the Mendez retreat.
Behind the see-
through fireplace is
a Jacuzzi tub, a
shower, a sauna
and two sink areas.




were looking for space, We found it in

these beautiful wooded acres,” says Tony.

A log cabin sat on the property, and
the family - Tony, his first wife and their
three teen children - lived in it while
building their new retreat. The log cabin
is still there, and Tony’s daughter and
her family corrently call it home.

Beaming over post-and-beam
Dreciding on the style and construction
method for the new home took a bit of
leg work, but Tony eventually found
what he was looking for. “I researched
the different post-and-beam buildings
and liked the look of the Yankee Barn
Homes [YBH] designs,” said Tony.
“Their open-plan concept with no
interior load-bearing walls is very
space-efficient. | found that appealing.”
Additionally, Tony was drawn to the
fact that there are no low, flat ceilings to
the structures - only pitched ceilings in

The open —p/an concept with no intevior

load- —Zamnlfﬂ walls is very Epﬂﬁﬂ-ﬁfﬁaﬁﬂﬁ

all of the rooms, providing openness and
volume. Add the large windows that
bring in enormous amounts of natural
light, and the home design was a4 winner.

The natural light is a must for what
was once Tony's hobby, but has since
become anather career - painting. His
idyllic Blue Ridge Mountain setting
provides just the inspiring and relaxing
atmosphere Tony needs to continue his
passion full-time. Many of his paintings
grace the walls of their family retreat. In
addition, Jonna is a photographer and a
sometimes quilter.

Lastly, a timberframe home distrib-
utes weight out to its post-and-beam
frame, so it's relatively easy to mowve
interior walls during renovations.

I A BLEND OF STYLES MAKES THIS RETREAT COZY

Kit-style construction
Purchasing a YBH structure equates to
buying a highly insulated shell. Each
shell is delivered as a kit that includes
post-and-beam frame components, wall
and roof panels, windows, exterior door,
subfloors, and a staircase. And the kit
comes with a project manager from the
company whao directs the construction,
The homeowners are in charge of
finding a general contractor for site
preparation, home construction, and
finishing work. Planning and prep work
must be completed before the kit arrives.
This includes excavation and foundation
work, The Mendex's home included a
full basement, which was set to go when
the truck drove up their mile-long drive.

JONMA & TONY'S Maryland
retirernent retreat is filled with
a bounty of treasures — décor
pieces that tell a story and
inspire. They are a collection of
contemporary, rustic and
antique, hand-me-downs,
artwork with personal meaning,
and new finds.

‘I have a lot of old pieces;”
says Jonna, *| have a chair from
my mother's house, an antique
table from my sister, a lot of
oriental nugs we purchased, a
Welsh dresser from Europe. It's
really a mix of things”

There's a special primitive
cabinet, purchased from
Strasburg, Va. Its color and
raughened condition spoke to
Jonna, “It is a favorite piece of
furniture in this bam-like
enviranment,” she says,

Jonna was told once that her
style was evocative of French
design. However, she believes its
a blend between that and
Country style.

In keeping with country
design, the kitchen is open and
airy. "We didn't want to hang the
overhead cabinets. We wanted

the open feel and to have
windows instead” she says,

The kitchen's pop of color comes
from the fanciful goat painting
- one of Tony's creations from
1970. (The goat actually roamed
their 40 acres!) Many of Tony's
paintings — most with a story
behind them — are displayed
throughout the house.

While Tony's paintings are
central to the home's decor,
Jonna also has put her personal
touch on pieces. The dining
room chalrs were her mother's,
but Jonna gave them new seats.
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She has a penchant for wanting
to recreate something “new”
fram the old.

Modern touches are blended
into the retreat's décar, too, like
the one hanging about 12 fest
from the ceiling on a silk cord
above their antique dining table.
*Our lighting fixture is a
fabulous, modern element that
wie put into our old, rustic décar’
says Jonna. Coupled with the
alow from the fireplace, it
creates a cozy, intimate
atmosphere for dinners, “1t works
wonderfully” she says.



COMFY LIVING
INDOORS & OUT -
{Above) “Our great
room blends right
into our newly
enlarged kitchen,”
says Jonna.
{Right) During
summer months,
the screened
porch, which is
about 40 feet long
by 8-12 feet wide,
is the site of large
dinner parties.

First addition

Fast torward a couple of decades after
Tony first discovered the property. It's
1991, Jonna and Tony are married, and
the 768-square-foot original home now
seems too small.

S0 at that time, the couple added a
master bedroom suite. The addition,
too, came from YBH, and it provided
another 512 square feet of space. They
knew it was a necessity when they
discovered a baby was on the way.

Again came the prep work including
a basement addition, ready when the
semitruck made its way up the Iung
drive. "Having that truck maneuver the
unpaved road was probably the only
slight hiccup in the process,” said Jonna.

When the kit of building materials
was delivered, it was very exciting for the
Mendez family. “It’s like a barn raising,’
says Jonna. “Up goes the skeleton, and
it's the first sense you get of the dimen
sion. You stand in it and realize what
you're going to get. Ifs very exciting”

This addition included a massive
brick fireplace made of reclaimed bricks
from a demolished warehouse in
Pennsylvania. It was a divine find that
happened during a getaway. “There was
a small amount of blue paint on them,”
says Jonna. “We loved the blue. Bul
because we're very hands on, we just
about killed ourselves getting the old
maortar off those bricks”

Take two
Flash forward to 2002, when the family
needed more kitchen and entertaining
space. Again, YBH was called into action
with a 432-square-foot kitchen/great
room expansion, complete with another
fireplace. "It totally reconfigured the
other end of the house,” said Jonna. An
added bonus is the 40-foot screened-in
porch, perfect for entertaining large
groups. Plus, the additional fireplace
gave the family the energy-efficient
option to heat completely with wood.
The fireplaces are grand, but the
home’s large old timber-frame beams are
one of the Mendez's favorite design
features, “These beams have their
original old faces," says Jonna. “They

DESIGM RESOURCE

Yankee Barn Homes,
www yankeebarnhomes.com




ADDITION

#2 - The second addition to the retreat
involved opening up the kitchen to the great room
and installing a 14x5-foot kitchen island, and
adding this upstairs bedroom space. (The window
looks down into the great room below.}

Jonna advises people to look at how they are curvently using their
space and how they will use any proposed new space.

haven't been sanded and smoothed. You
can see they've been through some time
and trouble. They're fabulous with their
rustic natural look”

Advice from the homeowners
Tony and Jonna have definitely learned a
few things from planning additions over
50-plus vears, and they hope others can
benefit from their tips, Jonna advises
people to look at how they are currently
using their space and how they will use
any proposed new space. "We put a
home theater in our basement for the
kids,” she says. "And they just never used
it, They wanted to be in the light and
upstairs with everyone else. So now we
have to decide what to do with that
unused space”

Jonna also forewarns the planning of
a kitchen addition. *Kitchens are the
trickiest;’ she says. “You have to seriously
evaluate the space you need for storage,
the connections for appliances, and
pathways. You really need to sit down
and do some detailed planning.”

Advice from the pro

Andrew Button, General Manager for
YBH, cautions people who want to add
on to their cabin to not underestimate
the cost, "Additions can be more
expensive than building a new structure,
You will always have issues when
attaching to an existing structure. It's just
a matter of what type and how big the
issues are. Connecting the two structures
together can result in having to move
windows or siding. Also, you may run
into rot on the existing structure or find
that it’s settled and shifted unevenly”
Button says. Remediating unforeseen
problems will cost time and maoney.

Having clear, open communication
between the designer, the contractor and
the owner will help contain the budget.
And be sure you choose a contractor
with whom you are comfortable.

“I believe it's best to find a contractor
who will provide the services on a
contract basis, not on a time and
material basis,” says Andrew, "Param-
eters are established with a contract, and

the owner doesn't have the uncertainty
of costs rising”

Cabin owners hoping to add on to
their places can geta good idea of where
their money will be spent during the
design process if their designer offers
3-D imaging. With this technology,
designers can show how the proposed
addition will look attached to the
current structure, both inside and out.
“Ohwners can get a well-rounded picture
of what the result will be. They can see
how the new will interface with the old,”
Andrew says.

For the Mendez family, old and new
blended perfectly for their simpler life
near the Blue Ridge Mountains. m

Gina Chiodi Gressing, a cabin lover,
believes life fs one big renovation project.

Q) moreonune |

Subscrilsers, to see bonus phiotos, floor plans and
elevation sketches of this retirement retreat, go to
wwnw.CabinLife com/renovation.
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